Article from the fall 2011 Shepherd’s Folder (volume 50)
The Shepherds Class
Where Love Shines!
Richmond, VA: 
If you Google “Clover Hill Baptist ABF Classes”
you will read “Our Bible Fellowship classes have something for
Everyone!”...and they do! One of the twelve options they offer is a
Special Needs Adult Class – Room 102.
Shepherds Sunday School Class
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 I have been there! Room 102 is a happy place where singing is spontaneous, laughter is frequent
 and the love of God shines with unusual brightness. Thirty-six years ago Jackie Coleman, a committed, caring woman with gracious, radiant countenance was inspired by her nephew, Larry, 
to begin a class for individuals with special needs. 
Larry Whitely, today, is a loving, polite man with Down syndrome. Jackie
wanted Larry to experience God’s love and truth in a way that connected with his needs and style of learning. Larry still attends the class with charter members Guy, Robyn, and Carol Jean. The class name was inspired by Shepherds’ founding president, Dr. Andrew Wood and Gospel team members Butch
and Steve as they ministered at Clover Hill Baptist many years ago. Each Sunday, residents from four group homes ride the Clover Hill Minibus with Jon Beahm, Robyn’s dad. The word spread as four other group homes started bringing residents to the class. Shepherds Sunday is an annual November
event. I sat in the third row as a seemingly endless line of Shepherds Class members filed
into the auditorium. The congregation watched with unusual anticipation while staffers hovered
on high alert. “Jesus Loves Me “was sung with profound sincerity. Lester, a barrel-chested, gentle
man, haltingly quoted Scripture with a deep, ringing voice. “Into My Heart Lord Jesus” was sung
with a joyful spirit and signed with deliberate, expressive gestures. The last note was drowned out by
the standing ovation of a watery-eyed, grateful congregation touched by the love that shines from Room 102.
Thank you, Jackie, and your committed staff for your example and loving service. May
you experience the truth of Luke 14:13-14, “ ...when you give a feast, invite the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay
you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” NKJV
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